
I want to especially thank the presenters at the last meeting showing the basics and some of the 
variances in turning pens.  It is really nice to be able to produce something that is so common and 
functional with some really spectacular wood and a little talent.  Way to go Jonathon and Doug! 
 
According to my calendar, June is the month for the AAW symposium.  I can’t believe that it is 
really here.  From my vantage point, it appears that the committees are working well and everything 
will start happening soon.  Dale Larson from Cascade and Tom Reiman from NW have done a su-
per job in setting up and getting the committees manned.  If you haven’t already signed up for the 
convention, I urge you to do so soon.  If you can’t attend as a participant, try to visit the instant gal-
lery at the convention center and the other exhibitions at Oregon Arts and Crafts and at the Forestry 
Center that are also available to the general public.  I also urge each of you to turn a toy for the Do-
ernbecher Hospital.  Be sure to attach a note telling what the finish on the piece is.  There may also 
be a small amount of time to sign up a youngster for turning lessons at the symposium for no cost if 
sponsored by a paying adult.  Information for this is on the AAW website. 
 
I am heartened to see more people at the meetings.  We are working hard to provide quality present-
ers both from our club and from around the country.  If you have any comments or suggestions, 
please let either me or John Wirth know.  Our own Phil Lapp will be demonstrating for the upcom-
ing meeting possibly in preparation for his demo at the Symposium.  I am looking forward to it as 
Phil is a quality turner with lots information. 
 
If I haven’t mentioned it before, the picnic will be August 18 and will be at Dale Larson’s place.  
Thank you Dale. 
 
I would like to encourage you to bring some of your work each month for display in the instant gal-
lery.  This does several things.  It forces you to look at your work from the perspective of others.  
With me, I tend to take a little more time and care in finishing if I know that others will be looking 
at it.  Causes you to maybe try something a little different than you would otherwise do.  It also 
gives the rest of us a chance to look at other work and to maybe get more creative with our own 
work.  Also when I bring a piece to display, I feel more connected and a part of the group. 
 
I continue to be amazed at the work that our members turn out.  Keep turning! 
 
See you at the next meeting! 
 
 Jerry Harris, 
President 
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There will be no news-
letter in December… 

enjoy your Christmas!!  

Jonathon.c@comcast.net  

Thanks!   

P.O. Box 69085 
Portland, OR 97239 

'Tis the season of change... 
  
     As all of you have no doubt noticed, there have been a lot of changes 
recently, not the least being the meeting times for the last meeting and the 
upcoming November meeting.  Michael Mocho’s demo was a treat to 
watch and to learn from, especially from my vantage point behind the cam-
era (anyone want to step up to the “videographer” post?).  Next month's 
meeting, our final meeting of the year, will end the year with a bang.  Read 
on in this newsletter to get specifics for the times of the club demo, (not 

our usual 3rd. Thursday), a hands on session out at Dale's shop, and another full day demo (also out 
at Dale's shop).  The presenter will be JoHannes Michelsen a.k.a. ‘the hat guy'.    
     Then there are the annual changes that bring fresh 'blood' to our club and the board.  The Novem-
ber meeting will be the opportunity to confirm the slate that the nominating committee has put to-
gether.  As it stands at this time, the slate consists of: 
          President: Doug Brown 
          Vice President: Kathleen Duncan 
          Secretary: Ken Kirkman 
     All other positions will continue, with the exception of the newsletter editor.  Jonathon is retiring 
to continue his college education. We will miss his contributions and wish him well while he exer-
cises his 'gray matter' in those 'hallowed halls'.  For anyone that wants to step up to the editor posi-
tion, please contact a member of the nominating committee: Doug Brown, Jerry Harris or me.  If the 
editor position goes vacant, so goes the newsletter. 
      ...and for the final change… This is the end of my term as president and the last of my contribu-
tions to this section of the newsletter.  I want to thank the board (Doug, Kathleen, Glenn, Joe, Mike, 
Steve and Jerry) for all of their efforts and contributions (and for putting up with me).  Thanks also 
to Rodney, for all of his work on photographing the “show & tell/challenge” pieces and running the 
web site, and Jonathon, for his great job with the newsletter.  Thanks also go to each of you who 
have pitched in on things like set up/take down at each meeting, contributing to the wood raffle, 
manning the booth at the woodworking tool show, and taking that step to put your work up for all to 
see on the “challenge/show & tell” table through out the year.  
      AAW wanted me to remind you that now is a good time to renew your membership for the com-
ing year… so give yourself an early Christmas present and join up if you haven't or renew if you are 
already a member. Applications will be available at the meeting or you can join/renew on the AAW 
website. 
      Thanks for a great year and let's all work together and do it again next year!  
  
...see you at the challenge table... 

 
John Wirth 

Cascade Woodturners Assoc. Inc. 
President 

360.546.0653  

NEXT MEETING: 
 

When:  
 

Thursday 
November 6th—7:00pm  

 
Where: 

 
Franklin High School  

 
Presenter: 

 
JoHannes Michelson  

 
Topic: 

 
Turning Hats 



June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
welcome to tour the vendor sections as well as the Instant Gallery without an admission fee. So if you 
don't want to take advantage of the demonstrator presentations you can at least see some outrageous 
pieces of work in the Instant Gallery and leave some of your money with the vendors. 

Many thanks again to the "Skew Brothers" Doug Brown and Jonathon Spafford for their presentation 
last month on pens from the basics and beyond. 

I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
'world debut' at the AAW symposium. 

When I was in school and had to do them, I just hated book reports... but this one I didn't mind doing at 
all: Last month I wrote about a book that I checked out of our library by Mike Darlow and how (too) full 
of information it was. This month I've been reading another in his series which is much more readable 
and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
n't visited before. 'Check it out'. 

See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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VICE PRESIDENTS CORNER 
 
     Our November meeting will be on a different night than usual this month. We will be have JoHannes Michel-
sen demonstrating how he turns his unique wearable wooden hats on the First Thursday of the month, November 
6th at the usual time and place. We changed the meeting night to accommodate his tight schedule. This is also 
Northwest Woodturners usual meeting night so we have invited their entire club over to join us, it should be a 
great night. Johannes has agreed to turn a hat to be raffled off and custom made to the winners head. How often 
do you get a chance like that? In addition Johannes will have available for sale all of the custom tools he's come 
up with to turn his hats. See you at the meeting on November 6th. 
 

Doug Brown, 
Vice President 

 
A CHAT WITH “JOE”  

 
Name: Joe Escriva 

 
Where do you live now and where have you lived in the past? 

Born in New York, raised in Chicago, lived in Oregon for the past 51 years after military ser-
vice. 
 
Tell us about your family including any pets that you might have: 

Married, my  wife’s name is Moma. Four grown children, nine grandchildren and a dog named Mocha. 
 
What is your career or, if retired, what did you do for a career? 

Designer, home builder, now retired. 
 
Do you have other hobbies besides woodturning and if so, what are they? 

Wood has always been my favorite; however, fly fishing is a great enjoyment of mine. I have built furniture, cabi-
nets, canoes and of course houses. 
 

Tell us about your workshop: 

I share my shop with two automotive vehicles. It wants it to grow, but the 
autos won’t let it. I have great hopes for a separate shop in the near future. 
 
What kind of workshop do you have and what kind of tools do you have 
in it? 

My lathe is a Powermatic 3520B, separate filter, band saw, sanders and an 
assortment of hand tools. Any large tools are on rolling cabinets (grinders).  

 
How many different turning tools do you have and what is your absolute favorite of them? 
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See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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 (A Chat with “Joe” continued) 
 
Who is your favorite lathe manufacturer and who is your turning-tool manufacturer? 

One-Way would be my favorite choice for a lathe, however, price does play a part in the decision. I can purchase 
a lot of tools for the difference in price. As for tools, well I would say, Robert Sorby as #1, maybe Hamlet as #2. 
Must keep in mind, one can create ones own tools for special  jobs.  

 
How long have you been turning and what got you into it? 

I have been turning about four years now. When I retired I was looking for something to do that 
I would enjoy. One day my wife and I went to an Art Fair in Lake Oswego and watched a dem-
onstration on turning. I hadn’t turned since I was in High School, and said to my wife, “That’s 
it!” Turning took off from there. 

 
What is your favorite form of turning?              
Right at this time, I do not have a favorite form of turning. I like to try different ways of creating. There is so much 
one can learn, and we have some good teachers in our club and AAW. 
 
What do you like most and what do you like least about turning? 

Like most of us, turning wood, and least, the cleaning up. 
 
What is your favorite type of wood and why do you Like it? 

Green wood is my favorite, be it Maple, Oak, Walnut or a fruit wood. I have yet to turn Madrone. Looking for-
ward to that one. 
 
Where do you get my inspiration for a turning? 

Inspiration may come from reading, or talking to someone, a demonstration or from the wood itself... that’s a 
hard question for me to answer. 
 
How much time do you spend in the shop turning?  

I try to spend as much time as I can in the shop - Oh, say, upward from 16 to 24 hrs a week and maybe more. I am 
finding that there is more to creating a nice piece of work than just turning a vessel. 
 
How long have you been a member of Cascade Wood Turners, and how did you find out about it? 

I have been a member of Cascade going on to four years. I found out about the club when I spoke to a fellow dem-
onstrating turner in Lake Oswego.  
 
 

Happy turnings! 
 

Thanks for the interview Joe! It was good getting 
to know you better!  
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See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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DALE’S REMINDERS  
 

We'll have Open Shop on Saturday October 25th starting at 9:30 am. 
 
Here is the schedule at my place for JoHanne’s Michelsen's classes.  Friday (November 7th) will be an all day 
hands on with JoHannes.  It will start at 9:00am.  The cost is $75 for the day.  If you are interested please call 
Dale at 503-661-7793 to coordinate. We have four members signed up as of now. Saturday (November 8th) will 
be an all day demo by JoHannes at my shop.  Starting time is 9:30am; dress warm and bring a lunch.  The charge 
is $20 for the day.  Any questions, call Dale.  I would encourage members to take this rare opportunity to see a 
master woodturner at work.  You will learn a lot about how to use a gouge and enjoy his story telling.   
 
From Johannes Michelsen www.woodhat.com: 
 

Hi All,  
We are all but out the door and it occurred to me last night as we were packing that there 
will be need for more mini benders than I have on hand. 
We have about a dozen and they are for sale for those who don't have the time or equip-
ment to make one for them selves. 
 
So I just took a pic of one with a recognizable item for scale. block at bottom is 3" wide 
sticks are oak or ash and about 1/4"x 1"x12" the C clamp is plywood and has about a 3 1/4" 
gap so that when the 3" dia mini hat is inserted you must bend the sticks to apply the clamp 
which has two screws for the rubber band to hook to, yes I have lots of the right rubber 
bands. 

See you all soon,  
JoHannes Michelsen 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE ‘08  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS  
 
     A great big thank-you goes to John Wirth who has done an outstanding job as president this past year! Don’t 
let him fool you… the job isn’t as easy as it looks. There is a lot of work that goes into it. John is always enthusi-
astic and willing to try new ideas! He has been a great guy to have running the show. We are thankful to Doug 
Brown for stepping up to the president’s role. He did an awesome job this past year as vice-president and we are 
looking forward to a year with him in the lead.  
     I also want to say a big thank-you to everyone who has encouraged me in my job as newsletter editor. Thanks 
everyone for giving me the opportunity work as your newsletter editor. It has been a fun job and I am going to be 
sorry to give it up!  

Demonstrator                                                      
                              
November 6th*: Johannes Michelsen - Turned hat  
                           
December: Done for the year - Merry Christmas 

  
*Denotes a change of the usual meeting date. 

Challenge 
 

Jewelry 
 

Ornaments 
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Turning in a New Light  
  
 Here are some comments I got from Chris Pye in his monthly newsletter.  Chris is an internationally known wood 
carver and he often has things in his newsletter that applies to wood turning.  The following is a good illustration. 
 
“Carving (woodturning) is a reductive process: you reduce your material until you are left with what you want.  
When you carve (turn), you take wood away.  You create space, not wood.  Your final carving (turning) is un-
touched, un-carved (un-turned), wood – yes?  Every time you are interested in form, space and form are insepara-
ble, absolutely bound as one.”   
 
“Most beginners concentrate on the reducing sides of things: the wood they are taking away.  But this goes on the 
floor, or in the fire; no one is interested in it.  What they are interested in is what you left behind.  You have to 
place your attention on what’s left when the chisel comes away: its mass, how it articulates with the next mass; 
the flow of the surface; lines and edges.  That’s your carving (turning).” 
 
The comments then is to be careful of what you take off and to have some idea of what you are doing and where 
you wish to end before you start.  You need to have an idea of the final form before you start otherwise you will 
often end up with just “something” that could have been better if you had given it some thought before you started 
removing material. 
 
Just some rambling thoughts that I thought I might pass on. 
 
Jim Hall 
 

SEGMENTED SOCIETY  
 
For those of you who don’t know, but are interested in segmented turning, there is a Segmented Sympo-
sium in the works… full of nothing but segmented turning! It will be the first “segmented” only sympo-
sium. The dates are November 14th-16th at the Marc Adams School in Indiana. All the details are posted 
on the event website at: www.segmentedwoodturners.org. There is a late fee for signing up at this point, 
but it may be worth it for you diehard segmented turners!  
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QUICK LINKS:  
 
*NEW LINK* The Burl House: www.theburlhouse.com 
AAW (Main page): www.woodturner.org 
AAW Forum: www.woodturner.org/vbforum/index.php? 
Saw Mill Creek Forum: www.sawmillcreek.org 
Woodturning Online: www.woodturningonline.com/ 
Turning Projects/Tips: www.newwoodworker.com/turning/ 
Pacific NW Woodturning Guild: www.woodturningguild.com 
The Turner’s Shop: www.theturnersshop.com/ 
Wood Net Forums: woodnet.net/forums/ 

�

�
 

Flying Curls: www.flyingcurls.com 
Arizona Silhouette: www.arizonasilhouette.com 
Hut Products: www.hutproducts.com 
Berea Hardwoods: www.bereahardwoods.com 
Pen Making Supplies: www.penmakingsupplies.com 
The Pen Shop: www.thepenshop.net 
Pen Turner’s Forum: www.penturners.org 
Pen Maker’s Guild: www.penmakersguild.com  
Russ Fairfield: www.woodturnerruss.com 
Freedom Pens: www.freedompens.org 
Penn’s Woods: www.stores.pennswoodsstock.net  
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CWT MENTORS  

 

These members are available for you to contact if you need help in different areas of woodturning (inside the 
parentheses it tells each of the areas in which each mentor specializes). If you need help, contact one of the fol-
lowing mentors. If you would like to be a mentor yourself and be contacted with woodturning related questions 
e-mail me at jonathon.c@comcast.net and I will add you to the list! 

 

Randy Rhine:  

rrrhine@comcast.net (Ornamental and Segmented turning) 

Phil Lapp: 

503-925-0152 (Handled Vessels)  

Glenn Burki:  

gburki@comcast.net 

Doug Brown:  

dougivan@aol.com (Bowls, Boxes, Hollow forms, Texture) 

Andy Johnson-Laird:  

andy@jli.com (Help for new turners with tools, Finishes and other choices) 

Kathleen Duncan:  

woodspinner@gmail.com (Christmas Ornaments) 

Howard Borer:  

howbor @yahoo.com (Beginning bowl, Spindle, Hollow turning and Lathe accessory fabrication and consulta-
tion)  

Jonathon Spafford:  

jonathon.c@comcast.net (Pens)  

Dale Larson:  

woodbowl@verizon.net (Bowl turning, Greenwood turning, and Reading the log) 

John Wirth:  

chet@spiritone.com (Hollow forms, Carving, and Embellishment) 

 


