
I want to especially thank the presenters at the last meeting showing the basics and some of the 
variances in turning pens.  It is really nice to be able to produce something that is so common and 
functional with some really spectacular wood and a little talent.  Way to go Jonathon and Doug! 
 
According to my calendar, June is the month for the AAW symposium.  I can’t believe that it is 
really here.  From my vantage point, it appears that the committees are working well and everything 
will start happening soon.  Dale Larson from Cascade and Tom Reiman from NW have done a su-
per job in setting up and getting the committees manned.  If you haven’t already signed up for the 
convention, I urge you to do so soon.  If you can’t attend as a participant, try to visit the instant gal-
lery at the convention center and the other exhibitions at Oregon Arts and Crafts and at the Forestry 
Center that are also available to the general public.  I also urge each of you to turn a toy for the Do-
ernbecher Hospital.  Be sure to attach a note telling what the finish on the piece is.  There may also 
be a small amount of time to sign up a youngster for turning lessons at the symposium for no cost if 
sponsored by a paying adult.  Information for this is on the AAW website. 
 
I am heartened to see more people at the meetings.  We are working hard to provide quality present-
ers both from our club and from around the country.  If you have any comments or suggestions, 
please let either me or John Wirth know.  Our own Phil Lapp will be demonstrating for the upcom-
ing meeting possibly in preparation for his demo at the Symposium.  I am looking forward to it as 
Phil is a quality turner with lots information. 
 
If I haven’t mentioned it before, the picnic will be August 18 and will be at Dale Larson’s place.  
Thank you Dale. 
 
I would like to encourage you to bring some of your work each month for display in the instant gal-
lery.  This does several things.  It forces you to look at your work from the perspective of others.  
With me, I tend to take a little more time and care in finishing if I know that others will be looking 
at it.  Causes you to maybe try something a little different than you would otherwise do.  It also 
gives the rest of us a chance to look at other work and to maybe get more creative with our own 
work.  Also when I bring a piece to display, I feel more connected and a part of the group. 
 
I continue to be amazed at the work that our members turn out.  Keep turning! 
 
See you at the next meeting! 
 
 Jerry Harris, 
President 
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Please make sure that 
all content for next 
months newsletter 

reaches me by the 10th 
of August!  

Jonathon.c@comcast.net  

Thanks!   

P.O. Box 69085 
Portland, OR 97239 

Are there any adventurers out there that like to walk on the wild 
side...look straight in the face of danger and stare it down...or 
face your fears (at the lathe)? If so then, take on the challenge of 
the Cascade Woodturner’s collaborative project. 
 
 The rules are very simple:  
1.) Bring a roughed out piece (bowl, box, goblet, pen, hollow 
form etc.) for the collaborative table at our next meeting.  
 

2.) Pick up a piece from the table that strikes your fancy/has your interest.  
 
3.) Take the piece to the next step as your skills direct you (turning, carving, adding 
color etc.)  
 
4.) If that next step is to complete the piece then go ahead and complete the piece.  
 
5.) Return it to the table at the next available meeting (September at the latest).  
 
6.) If the piece is at an interesting point and you have gone as far as you want then re-
turn it to the August meetings table for someone else to pick up and finish for the auc-
tion in September.  
 
Remember: there is no sin in working on a piece that you have picked up from the ta-
ble and, when best laid plans didn't work out, the result being good fire starter instead 
of an auction piece.  If a 'design opportunity' presents itself and you don't want to tackle 
the problem, bring it back and someone else may just be looking for that challenge. 
Above all remember it is JUST WOOD!!! 
 
Please do your part to help out the auction in September by having completed project 
pieces ready, and then go ahead and bid on a piece to add to your collection.   
 
See you at the collaborative table!  

 
John Wirth 

Cascade Woodturners Assoc. Inc. 
President 

360.546.0653  

NEXT MEETING: 
 

When:  
 

July 17th—7:00 pm 
 

Where: 
 

Franklin High school 
Wood shop  

 
Presenter: 

 
Bob Tuck: 

 
Topic: 

 
Eccentric Turning 



June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
welcome to tour the vendor sections as well as the Instant Gallery without an admission fee. So if you 
don't want to take advantage of the demonstrator presentations you can at least see some outrageous 
pieces of work in the Instant Gallery and leave some of your money with the vendors. 

Many thanks again to the "Skew Brothers" Doug Brown and Jonathon Spafford for their presentation 
last month on pens from the basics and beyond. 

I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
'world debut' at the AAW symposium. 

When I was in school and had to do them, I just hated book reports... but this one I didn't mind doing at 
all: Last month I wrote about a book that I checked out of our library by Mike Darlow and how (too) full 
of information it was. This month I've been reading another in his series which is much more readable 
and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
n't visited before. 'Check it out'. 

See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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A CHAT WITH “DOUG”  
 

Tell us a little bit about yourself: 
 
Name: Doug Brown  
 
Where do you live now and where have you lived in the past? 
 
I live in SE Portland about 4 miles from the house I grew up in, but I 
lived in Hawaii during the ‘80s 
 
Tell us about your family (including any pets that you might 
have): 
 
My wife Tess and I have been married for 7 years, we have a 2 year 
old son Graham and an 8 year old Vizsla (Hungarian Pointer) named 
Turner. 
 
What is your career or, if retired, what did you do for a career? 
 
I am a stay at home dad, but before that I was a remodeling contractor; 

before that I was a lot of things. 
 
Do you have other hobbies besides woodturning and, if so, what are they? 
 
I like camping, hiking, fishing, canoeing, bike riding, gardening. Pretty much anything outside. 
 
Do you have a website; if so, what is the URL? 
 
I am working on building my website but my work and my contact info can be found on the Pacific Northwest 
Woodturning Guild’s website at www.WoodturningGuild.com 
 
Tell us about your workshop: 
 
What kind of workshop do you have and what kinds of tools do you have in it? 
 
My shop is in my basement so I do have limitations on height and mobility but I have a cabinet saw, a band saw, 
joiner, planer, sanders. 
 
What kind of lathe(s) do you have? 
 
I have a 20” Powermatic, a 12” Jet, and a Jet mini. 
 
How many different turning tools do you have and what is your absolute favorite of them? 
 
Well, I’ve never actually counted them, but like most of us I am a bit of a tool junky. I would say about 4 or 5 
dozen. My favorite would have to be a Sorby 3/8 bowl gouge with a steep fingernail grind. 
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If you were stranded on a deserted island (where else do people get stranded?) with only your lathe, what 
other three tools would you really like to have with you? 
 
I would definitely need a chainsaw, unless this is an island like Lost where bowl blanks just magically appear. A 
grinder unless, as previously mentioned, this is a place where tools don’t get dull. Beyond that, I would have to 
say my 1” bowl roughing gouge, a 3/8” bowl gouge, and a square nose scraper that would double as a parting tool. 
 
Who is your favorite lathe manufacturer and who is your turning-tool manufacturer? 
 
I am very happy with the Powermatic; Rude Osolnik helped design it and it’s very functional, I wouldn’t mind 
having a Oneway, but wouldn’t pay the extra if I had it. I like Sorby tools; they’re good steel; they come with well 
shaped handles and they are reasonably priced. 
 
Tell us about turning: 
 
How long have you been turning and what got you into it? 
 
I have been turning since 1993 and I turned for the first time in school (back when they had woodworking pro-
grams) in 1976, but my life went one way and woodworking went another. I started turning again when I was con-
tracting, after work 10-12 hour days I would come home and turn. It was therapy for me to let go of everything 
and just focus on one small thing and I could just turn it off and come back to it at any point. 
 
How did you learn to turn? 
 
Like most of us I am a combination of self taught and seminars with traveling turners. 
 
What was the hardest part of the learning curve for you? 
 
Well like most things that have to do with using your hands, it’s not your head you need to teach, it’s your hands; 
so, when you make a mistake that your head doesn’t understand you tend not to learn from it i.e. when you have 
an unexpected catch you tend to grip the tool tighter and go in and get an even bigger catch. Some times you just 
need to let go of what your brain wants to do and let your hands figure it out for themselves. 
 
What was the first thing that you ever turned? 
 
I think the first piece I did in school was a bowl turned with scrapers. I think the first piece I made on my own 
lathe was a pencil box. 
 
What is your favorite form to turn now? 
 
I like to turn a lot of different things, but I think my favorite is still bowls. 
 
Do you have a favorite piece that you have turned? 
 
I turned my wife a hollow form for our anniversary (wood). 
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See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 
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Vice President 
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Who is your favorite turner and why do you like him/her? 
 
I guess I would still have to say Richard Raffan because he made a living making functional pieces an art form. 
 
What do you like most and what do you like least about turning? 
 
With few exceptions, you can put a piece of wood on the lathe and take a completely finished piece off when 
you’re done. The clean up. 
 
What have you not done in turning that you would like to do in the future? 
 
I have always wanted to do a candlestick table, I just never get around to it. 
 
What is your favorite type of wood and why do you like it? 
 
Free wood it the best. No I like to turn maples of all types curly, burl, even spalted if it isn’t too punky. I like the 
way it turns, sands, and finishes. 
 
Where do you get your inspiration for your pieces? 
 
Ultimately, the wood itself will inspire me. I can start a piece with one thing in mind and once I start turning dif-
ferent grains and patterns and just go with it. I also find a lot of wonderful shapes in nature. 
 
If you had to name one person who has really influenced you in your turning, who would that be and how 
have they influenced you? 
 
I would say Graeme Priddle, because he taught me to bring things to my work that meaning in my life, compo-
nents, textures, colors, and shapes that are prevalent in my journeys and day to day life.  
 
How much time per week do you usually spend in the shop turning? 
 
It varies quite a bit, since I’m home all day with my son I don’t get to turn that much during the week and week-
ends are usually full of catching up with choirs and spending time with the family but if I had to average it out I 
would say about 4 hours a week. My wife is a teacher though, so I get to turn during the summer. 
 
Do you usually put a piece of wood on the lathe with a specific design in mind or do you just start turning 
and let the piece evolve? 
 
A little from column A and a little from column B. I usually have a general design, but let the wood dictate shapes 
and details. 
 
If you are one of those turners who lets the piece evolve, what do you do when you are turning and you 
come to a standstill and don’t know exactly where to go with the piece? 
 
If it’s feasible I will take it off the lathe and put it up on a shelf and wait for the inspiration or the technical skills 
needed to carry it forward. I have had pieces talking to me for quite some time, others I’ve come back to a month 
later when an idea struck me, or I just learned a new technique. 
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Vice President 
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Do you have your work in galleries? and/or have you ever sold your work elsewhere? 
 
I do have my work in galleries; The Wood Gallery in Newport, RiverSea Gallery in Astoria, Trillium Artisans in 
Portland, among others. I do sell my work in mostly group shows with the Pacific Northwest Woodturning Guild, 
mostly art festival shows. 
 
Do you collect other turners pieces; if so, how many do you have in your collection and what are some sig-
nificant ones? 
 
I wouldn’t call myself a collector, I do buy a piece I really like when I have the chance and the money, which isn’t 
too often. I have a piece from Ray Key that I bought at the auction and I’ve traded pieces with other turners. 
 
How long have you been part of Cascade Woodturners and how did you find out about it? or, if you are one 
of the original members, tell us about the part you played in the club in its early years: 
 
Oh let’s see, I think I joined in 2000 or was it 2001? So many lost brain cells. I think I heard about Cascade from 
Northwest Woodturners. 
 
Do you have a funny turning related story that you could share with us? 
 
Well I guess it’s indirectly related to turning, my son when asked what he wanted to get for me for Fathers' day 
said " a garage". When my wife asked him "oh you want to paint him a picture of a garage?" He said "no". When 
she said "do you want to build him a garage out of blocks?" He said "no a real garage in the driveway so Papa can 
put all of his stuff in it" Ya gotta love a kid who respects your stuff!  
 
Thanks for the interview, Doug! It was great getting to know you better!  

 
WHAT IS ARBUTUS?  

There are many things that get me to wondering.  One of these is when people use terms that sound scientific, but 
are the incorrect usage of the term.  I was reading my edition of: “New Master of Woodturning” and was taken by 
Michael Hosaluk reference to the wood for one of his pieces as “Arbutus”.   I have wondered abut the accuracy of 
this term for quite some time since I have heard it in our club.  So I went to the scientific sources.  I find that 
“Arbutus” is the family name and not the specie name and in fact there are some 14 different species, and some 
sub-species, that fall within the Arbutus family.  The species with which we are familiar is: Arbutus menziesii – 
Pacific Madrone which is found on the west coast of North America from southern British Columbia to Central 
California, on the west slopes of the Sierra Nevada and Pacific Coast Range mountains.  There are other sites for 
other Arbutus species that are found in both Europe and other parts of the US, but it is the Pacific Madrone with 
which we are familiar.  One interesting side-light is that the same tree north of the Siskiyou’s is often referenced 
as Madrona while south of the Siskiyou’s they are Madrone.  This is a distinction without a difference, they are all 
the same tree. 

How is that for knowledge that you really did not want? 

Jim Hall 
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DALE’S NOTES 
 
AAW Richmond 
The AAW symposium was held in Richmond Virginia June 20-22.  It was a big site with the demo rooms all 
spread out.  The highlight had to be the sphere show.  About 45 artist made spheres.  The book is available from 
AAW.  Sunday afternoon in about 30 minutes they auctioned off the spheres.  The total was $84,000 for AAW.  
There were 15 demonstration rooms.  Benoit Averly from France was there and did a nice demonstration on turn-
ing in France.  I don't think there are any straight turners in France... everything was bent somehow.  Eli Avisera 
taught six rotations. I shared a demonstration room with William Smith from Pennsylvania. Bill does the open 
segmented work.  His piece is featured on last years AAW Resource directory.  His segmented sphere went for 
$2,600 in the sphere auction.  It was absolutely beautiful.  The tool show is getting better every year.  There were 
several new lathes in the show.  Serious Tool had their new lathe and Scott appeared to be happy with the show.  
Robust had two lathe models there.  Craft Supplies had the Ricon lathe.  Of course Oneway, Laguna  and the other 
regulars had their lathes there.  There were not as many wood vendors as Portland but appeared to be more tools.  
Jack McDaniel from Seattle was demonstrating his Eliminator and having a great time there.  Next years sympo-
sium is in New Mexico.  It's worth the trip if you can go! 
  
Eli Avisera Trip  
After AAW, Eli came to Portland.  We spent a couple days in the shop preparing for his up coming demo's and 
putting together my new Avisera slide I just received from Sweden.  The Swedes do nice tooling.  On June 26th, 
Eli did an all day demo in my shop for Cascade. Kathleen now has the three nice demo pieces from Eli for the 
club.  She has promised to bring to Cascade's auction. We'll see if she does.  On Friday, we went up and Eli de-
moed for the Tacoma chapter.  On Saturday, I took him up to Seattle and took him up the Space Needle.  He used 
up most of the memory on his camera there.  On Sunday, Eli demo's for the Bremerton chapter.  Then Monday to 
Wednesday Eli did a three day hands on class with nine local turners. Everyone seemed to enjoy the class.  Eli 
covered tool use, inlay work, multi axis work, bowl turning and spindle turning. I want to thank everyone who 
supported Eli's trip! Thanks to everyone who contributed tools and equipment for the class! 
  
No open shop for July because of family reunion!           
Dale 
woodbowl@verizon.net 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE ‘08  
Demonstrator                                                                      
July 17th: Bob Tuck - Multi-axis, eccentric turning        
               
Aug 23rd: Picnic @ Hylawoods (demo TBD)    
                       
Sep 18th: Wood auction                   
                                     
Oct 13th*: Michael Mocho - On the lathe texturing      
            
Nov 6th*: Johannes Michelsen - Turned hat  
                           
Dec: Done for the year - Merry Christmas 

  
*Denotes a change of the usual meeting date. 

Challenge 
Hollow forms 

 
Multi-axis 

 
-none- 

 
Jewelry 

 
Ornaments 

 
-none- 
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MONTHLY CHALLENGE  
 

The challenge of this month is create the best hollow form in the club… and this month it really will be a chal-
lenge, as the bar was set very high with last months beautiful demo of sea-shell hollow forms. There are so many 
folks out their doing hollow forms and there are so many variations; everything from the classic forms of David 
Ellsworth to the geometrical forms of Christian Burchard to the cave-painting style of Molly Winton. You have a 
lot to play with! And we love it when everybody in the club participates and brings there pieces to show off. It is 
important to be able to show your pieces, get them critiqued if you like, see your pieces side-by-side with those of 
other turners, inspire others, and have fun! So, if you haven’t brought a piece before to our show-and-tell table, 
then please do so this month!  
 

TIP OF THE MONTH  
 

Hey folks, I need tips of the month! If you don’t send them, then they don’t end up in here! If you have a little tip 
that has made turning that much easier for you, then please send it in and share it with the rest of the club… after 
all, that is what this club is about in the first place!  

 
QUICK LINKS:  

 
AAW (Main page): www.woodturner.org 

AAW Forum: www.woodturner.org/vbforum/index.php? 
Saw Mill Creek Forum: www.sawmillcreek.org 

Woodturning Online: www.woodturningonline.com/ 
Turning Projects/Tips: www.newwoodworker.com/turning/ 

Pacific NW Woodturning Guild: www.woodturningguild.com 
The Turner’s Shop: www.theturnersshop.com/ 

Wood Net Forums: woodnet.net/forums/ 
Penn’s Woods: www.stores.pennswoodsstock.net 

 Flying Curls: www.flyingcurls.com 
 Arizona Silhouette: www.arizonasilhouette.com 

 Hut Products: www.hutproducts.com 
 Berea Hardwoods: www.bereahardwoods.com 

 Pen Making Supplies: www.penmakingsupplies.com 
 The Pen Shop: www.thepenshop.net 

 Pen Turner’s Forum: www.penturners.org 
 Pen Maker’s Guild: www.penmakersguild.com  

Russ Fairfield: www.woodturnerruss.com 
Freedom Pens: www.freedompens.org 
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CWT MENTORS  

 

These members are available for you to contact if you need help in different areas of woodturning (inside the 
parentheses it tells each of the areas in which each mentor specializes). If you need help, contact one of the fol-
lowing mentors. If you would like to be a mentor yourself and be contacted with woodturning related questions 
e-mail me at jonathon.c@comcast.net and I will add you to the list! 

 

Randy Rhine:  

rrrhine@comcast.net (ornamental and segmented turning) 

Phil Lapp: 

503-925-0152 (Handled Vessels)  

Glenn Burki:  

gburki@comcast.net 

Doug Brown:  

dougivan@aol.com (Bowls, Boxes, Hollow forms, Texture) 

Andy Johnson-Laird:  

andy@jli.com (Help for new turners with tools, Finishes and other choices) 

Kathleen Duncan:  

woodspinner@gmail.com (Christmas ornaments) 

Howard Borer:  

howbor @yahoo.com (Beginning bowl, Spindle, Hollow turning and lathe accessory fabrication and consulta-
tion)  

Jonathon Spafford:  

jonathon.c@comcast.net (Pens)  

Dale Larson:  

woodbowl@verizon.net (Bowl turning, Greenwood turning, and Reading the log) 

John Wirth:  

chet@spiritone.com (Hollow forms, Carving, and Embellishment) 

 


