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THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE CASCADE WOODTURNERS 

 

February 2009 
 
Please make sure that all content for next months newsletter reaches me by the 28th 
of February!  rgklug@crestviewcable.com     Thanks! 
 

NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19 th AT FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL 
 

PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MESSAGE  
 

Is it February already? Where does the time go? I hope everyone is enjoying the New 
Year, and I hope everyone got a lot of good safety information from our January meeting 
demonstrator Gary Gerber from Oregon Chain. I would like to welcome to all new and 
returning members, it’s going to be a great year. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for allowing me to serve as your 
president and to thank everyone who works very hard to make me look good. I would 
like to thank Jerry Klug for stepping up and volunteering as your new newsletter editor, 
please give him all your support. 
 
Thank you Bill Goodway for volunteering to take over updating and maintaining the 
website. We are still looking for a couple of volunteers, if anyone would be willing to 
photograph turnings brought to the meetings please let me know. You would need a 
digital camera but I have a tripod, lights and a backdrop. Also we are in need of a board 
member at large, basically someone who is willing to come to the board meetings (which 
is not very often). If you’re willing and interested please let me know. 
 
This month’s meeting on February 19th we have Lloyd Johnson demonstrating his 
technique for using Google SketchUp in designing very complex segmented pieces. 
Lloyd is a very good at making complex things look simple, and he teaches a class on 
how to work with SketchUp in woodworking. Lloyd also operates WoodturnerPro, a 
software company specializing in custom software for segmented woodturners. It 
promises to be very informative even if you don’t do segmented work, but should inspire 
you to learn more from Malcolm Tibbetts’ all day workshop on Saturday February 21st at 
Dale’s shop for only $30. Malcolm is one of the premier segmented turners and a very 
creative and inventive artist not to mention a really nice guy. To get both of these 
demonstrators back to back we might all start doing segmented work. 
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This years schedule is filling up quick with only a few holes to fill but if you have any 
special requests or interests be sure to let me know. March is still tentative but for April 
we have Stephen Hatcher, world renowned for his stone inlay technique, Stephen will be 
doing a hands-on class as well. We’re still working on May with Allen and Stuart Batty. 
Don’t forget we have Mike Mahoney coming in November for 3 days. A good start to a 
great year, see you at the meeting. 
 

Doug Brown-President 
Cascade Woodturners Association 

 

VICE PRESIDENTS CORNER 
 
We’ve gotten through the holidays, an inauguration, and several rounds of winter.  Even 
those of us with limited heat in our shops can now start turning again!   
 
This is our first newsletter for 2009, so I’d like to welcome all our new and returning 
members.  Cascade Woodturners is a great place to learn, to challenge yourself, and share 
you talents, skills, and ideas.  Doug has some outstanding programs on the agenda this 
year. 
 
Besides the new board, several people have stepped up to fill those jobs which keep the 
club vibrant.  Ken Kirkman volunteered for the board position as Secretary.  Jerry Klug 
has taken up the job as newsletter editor.  A reminder – he’s the editor, not the writer.  If 
you have items to include in the newsletter, send them to Jerry.  Bill Goodway has 
volunteered to work on the Web site (www.cascadewoodturners.org).  He’s brought the 
site up-to-date and has several ideas about adding new features.  Steve Jacobs, our video 
librarian, put together a complete inventory of the video library – we have about 100 
videos.  Bill added a link from the “Resources” page to Steve’s list.  Take a look – there 
may be something there you’d like to check out.   
 
We handed out a survey at the January meeting.  I hope you’ll take the time to fill it out 
and return it.  There are several questions regarding presenters for the club.  I am working 
on filling next year’s programs and I really want your input on this.  With your help, I’ll 
do my best to put together a slate of programs for 2010.  You can always email or call me 
if you have questions or suggestions. 
 
I am looking forward to this year, although many of you know that was with great 
trepidation that I handed over the binder of CWA minutes to Ken in exchange for this 
office.  
 
Let’s have a productive and accident-free year – no more purple hearts! 
 

Kathleen Duncan 
Cascade Woodturners – VP 
woodspinner@gmail.com  
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DUES ARE DUE 
 

If you haven’t paid your dues, please make sure to pay them soon. The cost for 
membership is $25… and well worth the price, at that! The membership fees can 
be sent to: 

Cascade Woodturners Association 
19363 Willamette Dr. #322 

West Linn, Or 97068 
 

Remember that your current membership card is good for discounts at our club 
sponsors listed below. 
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DALE’S CORNER  
 
Most everybody in the Cascade Woodturners club already knows that Dale Larson has 
been elected to the AAW Board of Directors but this being the first newsletter since the 
AAW announced the election results, I wanted to restate a big CONGRATULATIONS to 
Dale. Due to Dale’s AAW Board activities, he has becoming a frequent flier. Dale plans 
to be home the last weekend of this month so he said to plan on an open shop for 
February 28th, to start about 9:30am.  The idea is to bring your tools and an idea so you 
can have some fun turning. 
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TIP OF THE MONTH 
 

This month’s tip of the month comes from Bob Mach concerning sea urchin ornaments 
and suggestions from contributors at http://www.woodcentral.com. Use a Dremel (or 
similar rotary tool) with a grinding stone to ream the hole in the top and bottom round for 
the finial and icicle mounting. The nubs of the shell have to be ground flat so that the 
finial and icicle mounting rim contacts the shell. A few shell suppliers are: 

http://www.seashellworld.com 
http://www.shelloutlet.com 
http://www.caseashells.com 

These suppliers are listed for your information.  I have not used these suppliers so I 
cannot vouch for the quality of their products or the services provided. 
 
To improve the durability of the sea urchin shell you can coat it. At Wal-Mart you will 
find Krylon Triple Thick Crystal Clear Glaze 0500 in a spray can. You will also find it 
sold on the Krylon web site (http://www.krylon.com). Spray several coats inside and out 
and it should protect the shell. The spray will soak in, so four or five light coats are better 
than two or three heavy ones. 

It can’t prevent the urchins from busting if dropped but it will provide extra protection 
against the environment and the shell breaking down as well as providing a little extra 
strength. It also keeps the shells from picking up stains from dirty hands or when one is 
turning a finial or icicle for a shell from a really dark dusty wood the dust will not stain 
the shell quite as readily. 

Be sure to remove all the glue from the sticker that is sometimes on the shells. Shows up 
like a sore thumb under the glaze...  

Some turners use “CA thick” on the inside seam of Sputnik sea urchin shells. The seams 
tend to be weak and can separate just from handling. One of the club members stated he 
used carpenter glue on the inside of urchin shells (which is more flexible than CA).  

A reminder to think of an “AHAA!!” (that’s the eye popping revelation you get 
sitting in a demo and you realize you learned something that makes the price of the 
demo worthwhile) to submit for the newsletter. If I don’t get submissions for the tip 
of the month, I will be calling YOU for that AHAA. 
 

BURL SCAM 
Have you received an e-mail from an out of work woodsman in Burney, CA who has an 
ailing mother to take care of and wants to sell some manzanita burls? You may get some 
small inferior burls a long time after paying through Pay Pal. No refund because Pay Pal 
accepts the woodsman’s word that the number of items were actually shipped as ordered. 
The quality is not considered. By the way, you cannot directly contact the seller. Buyer 
beware. 
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JANUARY’S DEMO 
 

I’ve used chain saws since I was a teenager (too many decades ago) but only occasionally 
for most of those years. I own a small electric saw and store my son’s garishly colored 
Pullan that I also use. That said, I found that the Oregon Chain 
(http://www.oregonchain.com/index.htm ) demo by Gary Gerber, on the safe operation 
and maintenance of that often misused tool had a lot of information that I should but 
didn’t know. I knew all about the effect of kickback but not the physics behind it. Those 
decorative curved cuts in the logs have been explained too. The demo had a lot of good 
information for many of us as we get more into green turning.  
 
Armed with the desire to fine tune the chain and bar of the saws in the garage I set forth 
to get the proper saw file with sharpening jigs. I tried the local tool repair but as they 
offer a sharpening service, they didn’t have homeowner tune up tools. I went across the 
street to the ranch supply house where they had lots of Husqvarna and Stihl saws for sale. 
They had files but no alignment jigs (do the guys that buy really good chainsaws already 
have the jigs?). The files were available in three sizes, hmmmm. Back to the garage to 
see which size my chains needed. 

 
MONTHLY CHALLENGE 

 
The challenge for this month is to create something textured. To follow the theme 
of the previous meeting, it will be interesting to see if anyone brings a turning 
decorated by using a chainsaw… 
 
If you use a home made chatter tool for your texturing, bring it along with your 
challenge submittal. There are members that would benefit from seeing your 
handy work. 
 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE ‘09 
 

Demonstrator   Challenge  
 
Feb 19th,  Lloyd Johnson –Sketch Up & Woodturner Pro  Textured 
Feb 21st,  Malcolm Tibbetts – Segmented Turning  none 
Mar 19th,  
 Segmented 
Apr 16th, 
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FEBRUARY DEMO 
 
This months demo will be by Lloyd Johnson. Lloyd is a member of The 
Northwest Woodturners and runs a company called WoodturnerPro. He will be 
demonstrating how to use Google SketchUp to help design and model segmented 
work such as the Malcolm Tibbetts work shown on the screen shot below. Lloyd 
uses the program’s design procedure to create a visualization of a complex piece... 
. 
 

 
 

The image is a model Lloyd built in SketchUp of one of Malcolm’s ribbon 
turnings.  He will do this model at the demo starting from scratch.  It only takes 
about 10-15 minutes 

Don't forget Malcolm J Tibbetts will be at Dale's shop the Saturday after the 
meeting, February 21st. The all day class is only $30 and you can sign up by 
calling Dale at 503-661-7793 
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DEMOS - CLASSES – SEMINARS 
 

Cascade Woodturners  
·  Malcolm Tibbetts demo ($30) at Dale Larson’s shop, Saturday Feb 21st 9:00-4:00 

Rockler Woodworking 503-672-7266, www.rockler.com  
·  Bowl Turning demonstration, Saturday, Feb 7th, 9:30-11:30 
·  Salt & Pepper Shakers demonstration, Saturday, Feb 21st, 9:30-11:30 

Woodcraft 503-684-1428, www.woodcraft.com 
·  Pen Turning class ($40) by George Hays, Sunday Feb 15, 1:00-5:00 
·  Beginning Turning class ($105) by Bob Tuck, Saturday, Feb 21, 10:00-4:00 
·  Basic Bowl Turning class ($105) by Bob Tuck, Sunday, Feb 22, 10:00-4:00  
·  Pen Turning class ($40) by George Hays, Sunday Mar 15, 1:00-5:00 
·  Beginning Turning class ($105) by Bob Tuck, Saturday, Mar 21, 10:00-4:00 
·  Turning Spinning Tops class ($105) by Bob Tuck, Sunday, Mar 22, 10:00-4:00 

Woodcrafters 503-231-0226, 212 NE 6th Ave, Portland, www.woodcrafters.us 
·  Lidded boxes demonstrated by Bob Tuck, Saturday, Feb 14th, 10:00-3:00 
·  Bottle Stopper demonstration by Fred Kline, Saturday, Feb 28th, 10:00-3:00 

Woodturners of Olympia www.woodturnersofolympia.org   
·  2009 "Creativity in Woodturning" Symposium will be held Saturday, July 25. 

Eric Lofstrom will begin the day with a demonstration on woodturning basics. 
Eric will be followed by Jimmy Clewes.  He will be performing demonstrations 
covering:  

o Design, shape, form & aesthetics 
o Oriental Boxes  
o Turning a twist and long stem goblet, and 
o Colorings 

The cost for the full day is $70 for early payment. After June 1, 2009 the cost is $80.  
Children under the age of 18 can register for $10 if attending with a paying adult.   

Lunch is included in the cost if payment is received before July 12.   

Demonstrations will start promptly at 8 a.m. and end by 4:30 p.m. Door prize drawings 
will be made after the final presentation.  

Location is the Komachin Middle School located at 3650 College St. SE, Lacey, WA. 
98503.   

For more information or to register see the web site or send payment directly to Al Price 
at 4112 Teakwood Ct. SE, Lacey, WA. 98503.  Questions may be directed to Al at 360-
791-0396 or aprice44@aol.com   
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LIBRARY REVIEW 
 
Malcolm Tibbetts wrote “The Art of Segmented Woodturning” a few years back. It is a 
great guide book for the turner headed into segmented country. Malcolm covers the full 
range of segmented issues from design and equipment required all the way through 
finished turning. Many examples are given but my favorite is “John’s Turning”. Malcolm 
includes each step from design to completion. The Indian blanket feature ring is 
explained in detail which demystifies the construction so a mere mortal turner could try a 
complicated segmented turning. 
 

 
“John’s Turning” by Malcolm Tibbetts 

 
Recently, Malcolm produced his first two videos “Lessons in Segmented Woodturning”, 
Volume One and Volume Two. They are each two hours long. He takes the viewer 
through the complete process of creating a segmented piece. He also reveals the little 
“secrets” of his fantastic feature rings. Woodturners may be a sharing lot but, Malcolm 
sets a high standard in the sharing department. He gets into the specific details that will 
allow you to improve your segmented turnings. The two videos are a great companion to 
his book as some of the same features are explained in both.  
 
Even if you have never turned a segmented piece, I recommend reading Malcolm’s book 
and watching the videos. The “that’s how that’s done” sound will be repeatedly emitted 
from your mouth. My wife does not turn and she marveled at how the features appeared. 
For turners that have the segmented virus, this is a must have. 
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TURNING MANY SMALL PIECES  
 

For those that are planning to try or are just curious about segmented turning, here are 
some resources you may want to look at. The AAW’s American Woodturner had an 
excellent three issue article on segmented turning by Jim Rodgers in the Winter 2005 and 
Spring and Summer 2006 issues. Kevin Neely has a lot of worthwhile information on his 
website; http://www.turnedwood.com including detailed plans for table saw sleds for 
both common segments and compound segments. Malcolm Tibbetts website is worth the 
visit at http://www.tahowturner.com . Bill Smith not only has beautiful open segmented 
examples on his web site but also a lot of “how to” articles on his techniques 
http://www.smithart.us/index.htm .  Our club library has both of Curt Theobald’s videos.  
 
Randy Rhine has provided a number of his projects in previous issues of Turning Times. 
Randy made a few segmented pieces in the mid 90's. Then stopped doing them until 
around 2006. Randy gets bored doing the same thing all the time and likes to mix it up a 
bit. He did quite a lot of segmented work in 2007-2008, but he hasn’t done any more 
since late summer last year. Maybe watching Malcolm Tibbetts will get him back to it at 
some point...his work is a good example for the rest of the club. 
 
Randy generally sketches a design on paper and then uses WoodturnerPro to calculate the 
segments lengths, etc. The companion program, LaminationPro is helpful when doing 
multi-generation laminations. He gets his ideas from a variety of places. Some come 
directly out of his head; some come from playing around with LaminationPro, some 
come from observing other segmented work. Randy says “quilt pattern books and 
magazine are a good source for pattern ideas. Concept is similar...pieces of wood/fabric 
combined to form a pattern. I just wish wood was as easy to cut as fabric”.  
 
Randy chooses woods that provide lots of color. His favorites for segmented work are 
yellowheart, bloodwood, purpleheart, maple, oak, and walnut and they are all readily 
available  
 
You will find that there are many ways to approach segmented turning. Randy has his 
own preferences on how he approaches segmented turning. He prefers to use a chop saw 
for cutting the segments. Though a table saw and sled work well and some turners use a 
band saw.  Randy finds the chop saw just more convenient to use.  
 
Segmented turning requires lots of clamps. Spring clamps are used for gluing smaller 
pieces such as zigzags. Longer bar clamps for groups of pieces. Randy prefers the "quick-
grip" style of clamps. Ring clamps are used for gluing the rings. The strap-type 6" dia 
ones work well because they can be daisy-chained for larger diameters.  
 
 Randy glues most rings together on the lathe using a centering cone in the tail stock to 
center the rings.. This is like the method that Curt Theobald uses. For rings that are too 
large for the cone, he uses a Longworth-style chuck in the tailstock to center the ring.  
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Segmented turning is all about the glue bond Randy tends to stay with Titebond II, 
though he says he thinks any of the yellow woodworking glues would work. On occasion 
when he needs long open times, he uses polyurethane glue (like Gorilla) but he says it’s 
messy glue to use and requires clamping.  Surgical gloves from Costco are a great help in 
glue ups, especially with Gorilla glue. 
 

SEGMENTED SOCIETY 
 

For those of you who don’t know, but are interested in segmented turning, there was a 
Segmented Symposium… full of nothing but segmented turning! It was the first 
“segmented” only symposium and was held November 14th-16th at the Marc Adams 
School in Indiana. Presenters included Bill Smith, Curt Theobald, Malcolm Tibbetts, 
Betty Scarpino, Lloyd Johnson, Larry Smith and Dan Zimmerman with a tribute to 
Lincoln Sietzman. The details of the event are posted on the event website at: 
www.segmentedwoodturners.org .  
  
If you have an interest in segmented woodturning, you will enjoy the video Malcolm 
Tibbetts posted on You Tube that profiles the first ever segmented woodturning 
symposium. It showcases many outstanding segmented turnings displayed in the instant 
gallery.  Here is the link:   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqGPaB4DL_k 
   
Malcolm encouraging interested segmenters to visit the website and "sign-up" for 
possible future membership in a "specialized" AAW chapter.  The "sign-up" link is near 
the bottom of the first page. 
  
This new chapter has not yet been officially formed.  At this time, the goal is to collect 
names and email addresses of interested people so that email announcements can be 
distributed. 

COMPANY STORE 
 

Prices can sometimes change if the supply house takes an increase in price on a new 
order. Also, if a number of members wanted a certain item, and we are low on it and 
Joe receives an E-mail a week ahead, he could have it with no out of stock. 

�
Stock list 

�
Thin, Medium and Thick, 2oz CA adhesive. ........................................$5.50 ea bottle 
 
Accelerator, 8oz sprayer. .......................................................................$6.50 ea 
  
All sandpaper, Aluminum Oxide Heavy Cotton Cloth backing in 80gr, 100gr, 120gr, 
180gr, 220gr, 320gr, 400gr. ....................................................................$0.98 ea sheet 
  
Anchor Seal, Gal. ....................................................................................$12.20 Jug.  
  
We also carry a 16oz. filtered Walnut Oil furnished by Howard Borer...$3.00 ea 
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CWT MENTORS 
 

These members are available for you to contact if you need help in different 
areas of woodturning (inside the parentheses it tells each of the areas in which 
each mentor specializes). If you need help, contact one of the following mentors. 
If you would like to be a mentor yourself and be contacted with woodturning 
related questions e-mail me at rgklug@crestviewcable.com  and I will add you to 
the list! 
 
Randy Rhine: rrrhine@comcast.net  (Ornamental and Segmented turning) 
Phil Lapp: 503-925-0152  (Handled Vessels) 
Glenn Burki: gburki@comcast.net  
Doug Brown: dougivan@aol.com (Bowls, Boxes, Hollow forms, Texture) 
Andy Johnson-Laird: andy@jli.com (Help for new turners with tools, 

Finishes and other choices) 
Kathleen Duncan: woodspinner@gmail.com  (Christmas Ornaments) 
Howard Borer: howbor@yahoo.com  (Beginning bowl, Spindle, Hollow turning 

and Lathe accessory fabrication and 
consultation) 

Jonathon Spafford: jonathon.c@comcast.net  (Pens) 
Dale Larson: woodbowl@verizon.net (Bowl turning, Greenwood turning, and 

Reading the log) 
John Wirth: chet@spiritone.com  (Hollow forms, Carving, and 

Embellishment) 
 

QUICK LINKS: 
 

The Burl House:  www.theburlhouse.com  
AAW (Main page):  www.woodturner.org  
AAW Forum:  www.woodturner.org/vbforum/index.php?  
Saw Mill Creek Forum:  www.sawmillcreek.org  
Woodturning Online:  www.woodturningonline.com/  
Turning Projects/Tips:  www.newwoodworker.com/turning/  
Pacific NW Woodturning Guild:  www.woodturningguild.com  
The Turner’s Shop:  www.theturnersshop.com/  
Wood Net Forums:  www.woodnet.net/forums/   
Flying Curls:  www.flyingcurls.com  
Arizona Silhouette: www.arizonasilhouette.com  
Hut Products:  www.hutproducts.com  
Berea Hardwoods:  www.bereahardwoods.com  
Pen Making Supplies:  www.penmakingsupplies.com  
The Pen Shop:  www.thepenshop.net  
Pen Turner’s Forum:  www.penturners.org  
Pen Maker’s Guild:  www.penmakersguild.com  
Russ Fairfield:  www.woodturnerruss.com  
Freedom Pens:  www.freedompens.org  
Penn’s Woods: www.stores.pennswoodsstock.net 
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CASCADE TURNING ASSOCIATION  
MEMBER SPECIAL DISCOUNT COUPON 

for    February 2009 

Thank you for supporting AAW and Don 
Pencil Woodturning 

20% off  Don Pencil Woodturning Jamb Chucks ,  
Buffing Products & Systems   

(blems and seconds not included)  
  Use coupon code  when you check out :       

AAW9120JCB  

20% off  Don Pencil Woodturning Faceplates & 
Faceplate Center Markers  

(blems and seconds not included) 
  Use coupon code  when you check out :       

AAW9120FP  

20% off Don Pencil Woodturning  Scorpion and Stinger 
Products  

(blems, seconds, and SC100P not included) 

 
  Use coupon code  when you check out :      

AAW9120SS  

  DON PENCIL WOODTURNING   

Eastsound "Orcas Island" WA 98245  

360-376-4586 www.donpencil.com    
 

(Editor’s note: I had a question that I e-mailed to Don Pencil. The next day I got a phone 
call so he could answer any other questions I had. Now that’s customer service. I placed 
an order that night.) 
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Page 5 Turning Times 

 
 
 

 
 
This snapshot shows the show-n-tell for the 
January meeting. Having individual photos is 
much nicer but we need a videographer volunteer.  
 
 
 


