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PRESIDENT'S MONTHLY MESSAGE

In order for any con-
tent to appear in next
months newsletter, it It seems that now most all of my family membergnds and
will need to reach me anyone else who would take one, have been satuwsitid

by June 7th turned 'gifts' from my shop. | have finally takesaary step anc
ventured out from the protection of my shop ancendy took
part in the "Convergence of the Guilds" which watdhat the
end of April in the Convention Center in Portlafidhis annual }9
show was started and originally known as the Oregotiers
Assoc. show, but since it's inception it has gramto a sizable assemblage §f
crafts. It has been a slow transition with the addiover the years of hand wea
ers, basket makers, metal craft (most everythimg eas behind glass and sup-
glasses were needed because of the glare of gdldilaar), and this year there wgds
a noticeable increase in participation in the wawidg'. If you are looking for the{'f
next step in your woodturning experience, a crafivs such as this is an ever $o
valuable experience for two basic reasons: Fitstiausly, you get to meet with thg.
public (who have come with money in their pockets)l, you get a first hand vie
of their response to your work. This allows yolbggin to develop a range of itengs
that might be more appealing in future shows/dadfs/bazaars etc. Selling stuff
great, but not always as successful as was hopedddhe second benefit of entdr-
ing a show is to share with other exhibitors idees methods of work and presep-
tation. (It's kind of like the saying from the "Ré&reen Show": 'I'm pull'n fo
ya'...we're all in this together'.) Just going tigb the potters area was a significgnt
lesson in itself... there is nothing like a ConventiGenter arena full of booth
where each one is it's own individual lesson impshand form.

Please emalil it to:

It's getting to be the right time of year to plamead and turn some extra peis,
bowls, rolling pins, or gadgets and to put yourseif there at an upcoming holidgy
bazaar. Don't plan on supporting an early retirénrem all of your sales, but yo
just might make enough to buy another piece of Wuoed or (part of) a new tool
and enjoy the time with other exhibitors who haveaasion for their craft just
much as you do for wood.

Turn safely, and I'll see you at the challengeetabl

John Wirth,
P.O. Box 69085 President
Portland, OR 97239
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A CHAT WITH “JOHN”"

Tell us a little bit about yourself:
Name: John Wirth

Where do you live now and where have you lived irhe past?

Presently, I live in Clark County in the Salmon €karea and have been in Vancouver
for about 30 years. Otherwise, | have lived inFlagific NW the rest of my life...except
when Uncle Sam had me for a couple of years.

Tell us about your family (including any pets thatyou might have):
Julie and | have three cats and no kids, that'svthewe wanted it, not the other way around.

What is your career or, if retired, what did you dofor a career?
For the last 30 years | have been working in takel fof Occupational Therapy . Presently Julie aacklthe OT
department in an outpatient rehab facility. Theeetsgat arm and hand injuries.

Do you have other hobbies besides woodturning anii,so, what are they?
It seems that wood has been my hobby since | whsradugh to have a knife. The 'tool box' hasgustvn since
that time. 1 also enjoy kayaking, riding bike, d@cape gardening, and birding.

Do you have a website; if so, what is the URL?
johnhwirth.com

Tell us about your workshop:

What kind of workshop do you have and what kinds otools do you have in it?

The shop that | share with Julie and her potteBdidy 28'. Her Dad who was an architect desigheduilding
with some of his signature features. The collectbtools allows me to do a wide range of woodtesd projects
from carving, to cabinetry, to turning.

What kind of lathe(s) do you have?
My major lathe is a Nova DVR 3000 and | also havetaed Montgomery Ward midi lathe.

How many different turning tools do you have and wht is your absolute favorite of them?
| have about 7 to 10 tools that are at the latliecdinhose at this time my favorite is the new Oagd/2" bowl
gouge in a Trent Bosch handle.

If you were stranded on a deserted island (wheres# do people get stranded?) with only your lathe, lvat
other three tools would you really like to have wih you?

Besides all of the 'fix'ns that go with the lathejould take my 1/2" bowl gouge, a small detailge, and a Jor-
dan hollowing tool

Who is your favorite lathe manufacturer and who isyour turning-tool manufacturer?
Nova because of the price and features of the.ldthave no favorite tool maker.
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Tell us about turning:

How long have you been turning and what got you it it?
I've been turning about 8 years. | started turmihgn | inherited a lathe from my father-in-law.

How did you learn to turn?
Reading some of Raffan’s books, attending semiraud by asking questions of Norm Parker, Carl Axiie
Larson, and others, and my making a lot of chigusd just a few catches!

What was the hardest part of the learning curve foryou?
Learning to ride the bevel...

What was the first thing that you ever turned?
A circular saw blade holding jig for saw sharpening

What is your favorite form to turn now?
Hollow forms have my interest at this point in time

Do you have a favorite piece that you have turned?
The 'pods' have to be a favorite:

Who is your favorite turner and why do you like him/her?
It wouldn't be fair to pick a favorite.

What do you like most and what do you like least adut turning?
Most: Making ribbons fly off of green maple, and also @@omeone (non family) express excitement about ope
of my pieces.

Least: Cleanup!

What have you not done in turning that you would lke to do in the future?
Just turn more! (i.e. quit my day job)

What is your favorite type of wood and why do youike it?
Maple, because it's readily available and has & wadge of features

Where do you get your inspiration for your pieces?

For those pieces that are basic bowls, the woddeithe major determining
factor in the finished piece. Once on the lathe’lis my major inspira-

tion. In my 'basket bowl' work just every day lffeems to be the inspiratior
for the geometry and color.

If you had to name one person who has really infenced you in your turning, who would that be and ha
have they influenced you?

I'd have to say that guy that has the last Satuogay shop has had a memorable influence on minturh has
been through him that the world of wood turning bpened up to me not only in the turning of bowhe, other
challenges that he presents, and the opennedsetisdbws in answering questions, but also in teatgr world
of turning above and beyond the lathe. (i.e.. AAWhposium, & Cascade Board)

How much time per week do you usually spend in thehop turning?
Never enough!
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Do you usually put a piece of wood on the lathe viita specific design in mind or do you just start tening
and let the piece evolve?
| have a general idea of what | want to get owd pfece before it goes on the lathe.

If you are one of those turners who lets the pieavolve, what do you do when you are turning and you
come to a standstill and don’t know exactly wherea go with the piece?

We all know that the wood may not let us go wheeawanted it to, regardless if we are evolutionahéus or
not. When I'm stuck | think back to Don Derry'syouent: ‘what part is too high'. | will also relg the look of
the 'line'. These two thoughts will usually get ‘onestuck’. If that doesn't work then it is timetwon off the lathe,
shut out the lights and go home.

Do you have your work in galleries? and/or have yoever sold your work elsewhere?
I have been fortunate to have sold a few piecestbeeyears.

Do you collect other turners pieces; if so, how mando you have in your collection and what are somsg-
nificant ones?
I'm not rich enough to collect pieces of those ¢usrthat | admire.

How long have you been part of Cascade Woodturneend how did you find out about it? or, if you are me
of the original members, tell us about the part yoplayed in the club in its early years:
| have been a member about 8 years.

Do you have a funny turning related story that youcould share with us?
Did you hear the one about Swen and Oly...oh.'stinat turning related...sorry!

Making A Kaleidotop (Part 3)
By Randy Rhine

l“r

Remember those slivers of wood left over from agttihe
miters? Here they are again. We should have 8hedtc
pairs (we need 6).

¥ Here they are glued up in pairs.
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We take the 6 best pairs and glue into a rod. If

The rod is mounted in the lathe.

Here's the first piece we get...

...and the next one.
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One of them is used for the underside of the disc.

For the tip, we take a piece of brass rod andtuapoint.

It's then inserted into the disc.

At long last....top #139!

(a lotta work for a silly little top, huh?)
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DALE’'S REMINDERS

Open Shop will be Saturday May 24th starting atualo®:30 at Dale's shop. Bring your tools anddmaiof what
you would like to turn. April open shop had ninembers come. We had a nice mixture of experietweers ||
and new turners so there was lots of help. Aloith tsowl and spindle turning we did some chainsasvikncut-
ting out blanks.

Soren Berger from New Zealand called me last weeksaid he was coming into the area later in Miaave
set Tuesday May 27th for an all day demo at Daledp in Gresham. Soren Berger is a great demtmstrad
story teller. Soren is always working on new taaisl ideas. He will show some new tools and cedipa help-
ing turn spheres. He will demonstrate hollowingl #m sure he will turn one of his signature sugewops (on
three centers). Soren turns lots of wood duringdie Its been three or four years since he has e and his
last trip was well received.

If you have any questions about either of thesentsveall Dale at 503-661-7793 or e-mail himvabod-
bowl@verizon.net

PHIL BRENNION RAFFLE ;

A drawing will be held to raise funds for a pastpdent and AAW workhorse and champion, Phil BrennPhil
is now a quadriplegic who is in need of major Healtd financial support - many of his friends ia AW want
to help. Fund raising raffle tickets can be pureldaby calling or mailing the AAW office and on th#ernet.
Tickets will also be on sale at the Richmond syriypus The raffle prizes are: 1) Powermatic 3520Biéat do-
nated by the WMH Tool Group 2) Jet 1014 mini latla®nated by the WMH Tool Group 3) Oneway Strordh )
4-jaw chuck - donated by Arizona Silhouette. Todr@dout the entire story and to buy raffle tickgs,to the
AAW website:http://woodturner.org/raffleHere is a chance to win a lathe or chuck and agjpod woodturning|
friend.

TIP OF THE MONTH

A couple months ago, the Tip of the Month was howpitess pen parts together between centers. Tiué tifis

month is another way to press pen parts togethen & little “T” shaped piece that will fit in thehuck of your
drill press. Lay a piece of wood on the shelf ofiydrill press and use the hand crank on the sidwdss your
pen parts between the chuck and the shelf. (Danitthe drill on while you are doing this.)

MONTHLY CHALLENGE

The challenge for this month is called “small tigas”. The only constraint is that it has to beo8”
smaller. We had a wonderful demo from Bob Espenrtamth showing us how to create some small,
delicate and beautiful forms from tree nuts. Heegas plenty of ideas to play around with last morjth
The small forms, however, are not limited to nbist can be made of what ever your imagination ¢an
think up. Ideas for miniatures include hollow formgsblets, bowls (how about a mini salad set coteple
with serving spoons) tops, boxes, platters (anyerer tried a miniature dyed or textured burl pk&e
Anyway, there are lots of options available... so @t into the shop and see what you can comq up
with!
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THE LOVE AND LURE OF WOODTURNING

| have been turning since the mid-seventies, aedobthe most common things | have heard from dilveers is
that they have taken a class, whether formal tr svturner that they know, and are now hookeduamirig. This

is an expression | too have used. | hooked myselfdaove it deeper after seeing John Jordan denad@stnd
even more so after taking a class at Arrowmont Witbhael O'Donnell. | taught two basic courses mester at
Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts from Septemt&00 until | moved to New Mexico in 2000. Most o stu-

dents claimed to be hooked on turning and joinedlacal chapter, the Chesapeake Woodturners. Téase

people fed our master classes and had the charstadyp with David Ellsworth, Al Stirt, John JordaBonnie

Klein, Johannes Michelsen, Michele Holzapfel, anithdel Peterson, among others. Talk about beindcdbg
after that!

The popularity of wood turning is obvious to mostmbers of the American Association of Woodturnarspr-

ganization that has grown from a handful of memliersver 13,000 in just twenty years. My first ctepthe |
Chesapeake Woodturners has split three times @i 18 years and is still a large chapter. A&erg successfulf

craft, wood turning continues to draw people. Idus® say that it was the perfect American crafthat it gave
almost instant gratification. When doing a wood-kimng project, it is sometimes months between thawvirg
and having something approaching a finished produdt put a hunk of wood on the lathe, and you ltave a
finished piece in under two hours.

This was not the reason | was drawn to, and felloire with, our craft. As hobbies, | first practicevood-
working, then lapidary and silver-smithing, andrthwood carving. In lapidary and silver-smithingare would
show you how to do anything unless you took a fortess, and there were still a lot of secrets thete never
shared. In carving, | was helping a friend who otvia@ antique store. | replaced carvings that weoken or
missing. No one would share their secrets on regdiinishing. | went to some AAW sponsored funogpand
there were people like David Ellsworth and Johrddonrshowing folks all of their techniques. The apess of
turners is the greatest lure of our craft, that @wedr friendliness.

We talk about the American Woodturner, the Resoxicectory, and the symposiums as the reasonsioing
the AAW. They are good reasons, but the best idthther and sister-hood, friendliness and shawsg any
member.

-Frank Amigo's April 2008 Board Message-

U|CK LINKS: Penn’s Woods:

Flying Curls:

AAW (Main page): ﬁnf(;nadsnr;o.uette:
AAW Forum: ut Products:

Saw Mill Creek Forum: Berea Hardwoods:

Woodturning Online: Pen Making Supplies:
Turning Projects/Tips: The Pen ShOp:
Pacific NW Woodturning Guild: PED Turner’ = (oL,
The Turner's Shop: Pen Maker's Guild:

Wood Net Forums: Russ Fairfield:
Freedom Pens.

—
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CWT MENTORS

These members are available for you to contaabuf yeed help in different areas of woodturningiieshe pa-
rentheses it tells each of the areas in which eaator specializes). If you need help, contact afrthe follow-
ing mentors. If you would like to be a mentor yalfsind be contacted with woodturning related goaeste-malil
me atjonathon.c@comcast.nand | will add you to the list!

Phil Lapp:
503-925-0152 (Handled Vessels)
Glenn Burki:

gburki@comcast.net

Doug Brown:

dougivan@aol.coniBowls, Boxes, Hollow forms, Texture)

Andy Johnson-Laird:
andy@jli.com(Help for new turners with tools, Finishes andeotthoices)
Kathleen Duncan:

woodspinner@gmail.corfChristmas ornaments)

Howard Borer:

howbor @yahoo.cor(Beginning bowl, Spindle, Hollow turning and lathecessory fabrication and consultatiof)

Jonathon Spafford:

jonathon.c@comcast.n@®ens)

Dale Larson:

woodbowl@verizon.ngBowl turning, Greenwood turning, and Readingltg

John Wirth:

chet@spiritone.corfHollow forms, Carving, and Embellishment)
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April Show and Tell Gallery
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