
I want to especially thank the presenters at the last meeting showing the basics and some of the 
variances in turning pens.  It is really nice to be able to produce something that is so common and 
functional with some really spectacular wood and a little talent.  Way to go Jonathon and Doug! 
 
According to my calendar, June is the month for the AAW symposium.  I can’t believe that it is 
really here.  From my vantage point, it appears that the committees are working well and everything 
will start happening soon.  Dale Larson from Cascade and Tom Reiman from NW have done a su-
per job in setting up and getting the committees manned.  If you haven’t already signed up for the 
convention, I urge you to do so soon.  If you can’t attend as a participant, try to visit the instant gal-
lery at the convention center and the other exhibitions at Oregon Arts and Crafts and at the Forestry 
Center that are also available to the general public.  I also urge each of you to turn a toy for the Do-
ernbecher Hospital.  Be sure to attach a note telling what the finish on the piece is.  There may also 
be a small amount of time to sign up a youngster for turning lessons at the symposium for no cost if 
sponsored by a paying adult.  Information for this is on the AAW website. 
 
I am heartened to see more people at the meetings.  We are working hard to provide quality present-
ers both from our club and from around the country.  If you have any comments or suggestions, 
please let either me or John Wirth know.  Our own Phil Lapp will be demonstrating for the upcom-
ing meeting possibly in preparation for his demo at the Symposium.  I am looking forward to it as 
Phil is a quality turner with lots information. 
 
If I haven’t mentioned it before, the picnic will be August 18 and will be at Dale Larson’s place.  
Thank you Dale. 
 
I would like to encourage you to bring some of your work each month for display in the instant gal-
lery.  This does several things.  It forces you to look at your work from the perspective of others.  
With me, I tend to take a little more time and care in finishing if I know that others will be looking 
at it.  Causes you to maybe try something a little different than you would otherwise do.  It also 
gives the rest of us a chance to look at other work and to maybe get more creative with our own 
work.  Also when I bring a piece to display, I feel more connected and a part of the group. 
 
I continue to be amazed at the work that our members turn out.  Keep turning! 
 
See you at the next meeting! 
 
 Jerry Harris, 
President 
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tent for our next news-
letter by February 4th!  

Thanks!   

P.O. Box 69085 
Portland, OR 97239 

HAPPY NEW YEAR AND WELCOME TO 2008! Now that all has settled down from the past holi-
days, the decorations have been tucked away for another year and the reality of a new year is upon 
us, I'm looking forward with excitement to what lies ahead at Cascade Woodturners. The first board 
meeting of the year heard much discussion about prospects for the new year.  Of course, the primary 
topic was presenters. Our vice president, Doug Brown, already is well underway in scheduling some 
top notch talent. On the heels of the 'presenters' discussion, followed discussions of the list of chal-
lenges for 2008.  Please, check the Cascade Woodturners website for the complete list. With ad-
vanced posting like this you can now plan months ahead to work on that prize winning piece! Also 
new this year, you will notice in the newsletter our Mentor List.  These are turners who have volun-
teered to answer your questions regarding an area that you may be having a problem with or con-
cerning a new area of turning that you are interested in learning about.  Thanks mentors!   Another 
topic that was discussed and that I have taken the lead on, is the matter of updating/clearing out of 
material and equipment that the association (since the beginning in 1990) has collected.  With 
the work that Doug is doing to bring in some heavy hitters, I'm shopping for better audio/visual 
equipment.  In the future, you will be hearing of some other equipment and materials that haven't 
been utilized and will be put up for auction… 'stay tuned' for more later!   I want to thank those who 
responded to the survey that was handed out a few months back.  Be assured that your responses (the 
serious ones) were discussed and the not so serious were enjoyed!  There were some good sugges-
tions for a name for our newsletter and Kathleen Duncan will be heading up a discussion on that in 
our next association meeting. As was the case last year I want to thank all of you who consistently 
helped with set-up and clean-up for each of our meetings.  We have a great space to hold our meet-
ings and some of the out of town demonstrations, so lets keep up the efforts to leave it as we found 
it.  I also want to thank all of the rest of the crew that help make Cascade Woodturners move 
ahead… Mike Worthington and his side kick that run the library for books and videos; Joe Escriva, 
who is our supply peddler; and Vic Reeder, who will continue with the wood raffle.  Thanks to you 
all!   I ended the year last year at our meeting with the first ever awarding of the 'Purple Heart' award 
to those who exhibited unexcelled bravery while engaged in the raging battle with spinny/sharp 
things.  Now, I must admit red-faced that I'm the first recipient of the dunce cap award.  While look-
ing at some cherry that I was drying, I noticed some cracks developing (no surprise there) and so I 
thought that I had better get some CA on them to prevent further progress.  The tip was clogged so I 
had to remove the tip from the bottle, clear that out, and put the tip back on.  Merrily gluing along, I 
got all of the cracks filled on the first piece and I set the bottle down...only to discover that my little 
and ring fingers were glued together… this wasn't just a little spot… they were glued together from 
tip to web space (like one part of the Spock 'live long and prosper').  The embarrassing part that 
added 'insult to injury' was having to go into the house and ask Julie for some of her fingernail polish 
remover. The moral of the story: 1.) when screwing the tip back on the CA bottle be sure there are no 
little dried up bits of glue that are in the threads that prevent a seal, and 2.) have a bottle of fingernail 
polish remover in the first aid kit in the shop. Acetone works as a glue dissolver, but that's really 
nasty stuff just to be having around.   Here's to a safe and productive new year!  
 

John Wirth, 
President 



June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
welcome to tour the vendor sections as well as the Instant Gallery without an admission fee. So if you 
don't want to take advantage of the demonstrator presentations you can at least see some outrageous 
pieces of work in the Instant Gallery and leave some of your money with the vendors. 

Many thanks again to the "Skew Brothers" Doug Brown and Jonathon Spafford for their presentation 
last month on pens from the basics and beyond. 

I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
'world debut' at the AAW symposium. 

When I was in school and had to do them, I just hated book reports... but this one I didn't mind doing at 
all: Last month I wrote about a book that I checked out of our library by Mike Darlow and how (too) full 
of information it was. This month I've been reading another in his series which is much more readable 
and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
n't visited before. 'Check it out'. 

See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
Well, with the holidays finally over we can get back to "normal". I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday and a 
well deserved break. It's a new year full of promise and opportunities to turn. This new year brings new people to 
meet, new things to learn, and new challenges. I am very honored to have been elected to be your new Vice Presi-
dent and I will do my best to serve our members. I want you all to know that you can contact me about anything, 
if I don't know the answer, I will find it. I can be reached by email at Dougivan@aol.com, by phone at 503-774-
5701, or just do what Jerry does and drop by the house. We have some wonderful demonstrators coming this year, 
our first is David Nittmann. You've all seen his basket illusion pieces; he is doing some new work with wet turned 
pieces that is amazing and he will be showing us how at the next meeting on January 17th. You can read more 
about David and see his work at www.DavidNittmann.com. Our first challenge of the new year is decorative 
bowls - something less functional and more decorative. Maybe, you got a nice piece of wood for Christmas and 
just wanted to make a special little bowl, or maybe I didn't get the challenge out early enough and it's all you had 
laying around. Either way bring in your decorative bowls, or even that pretty piece of wood you got and haven't 
turned yet and share them with your fellow turners. I look forward to this new year, learning new things, turning 
new things, meeting new challenges, and meeting all of you that I don't already know. If you have any questions 
feel free to contact me any time!    
 

Doug Brown,  
VP CWA  

 

A NOTE OF THANKS  
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank Jerry for all the hard work that he put into the club this past year, as presi-
dent. He did a great job and helped make the club that much better! I also want to say that we are looking forward 
to having John Wirth as our new club president. He also did an awesome job, working as vice-president last year 
and it will be great to have him as headman this year!!  
 

A CHAT WITH “DALE”  
 

We are adding something new to the newsletter this year!! We want to add a member interview to each of the 
coming newsletters. This will allow us to get to know people we don’t know or get to better know people we do 
know. So here goes:  

 
Name: Dale Larson 
 

Where do you live now and where have you lived in the past? My family is originally from North 
Dakota but I grew up in Western Washington  

Tell us about your family (including any pets that you might have): I have one old dog, Heidi. We 
got Heidi from the Humane Society in 1992 for my dad. She has live with me since the mid 1990's. 

What is your career or, if retired, what did you do for a career? I am now a full time woodturner.  

Do you have other hobbies besides woodturning and, if so, what are they? I read a lot of news magazines and books cov-
ering a wide range of topics 

What kind of workshop do you have and what kinds of tools do you have in it? I have six lathes now, two Oneways, a 
custom built DJ bowl lathe, two Jet mini lathes and a Carbatec mini lathe. I have other tools commonly found in a wood shop. 
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How many different turning tools do you have and what is your absolute favorite of them? I have too many turning 
tools. I have my bowl tools in racks on the side of my DJ lathe and my spindle tools above the Oneway on the wall. Then I 
have a five gallon bucket in the corner with more tools. I use the 5/8" and ½" bowl gouges the most.  

If you were stranded on a deserted island (where else do people get stranded?) with only your lathe, what other three 
tools would you really like to have with you? A ½" bowl gouge, some type of scraper and a grinding wheel 

Who is your favorite lathe manufacturer and who is your turning-tool manufacturer? Oneway makes the best lathes on 
the market currently. They simply put out a good product and they stand behind them. Recently, a part broke on my 10 year 
old 2036 and Oneway sent me a new one free.  

How long have you been turning and what got you into it? My senior year in college I took a woodworking class and 
turned a bowl (fall 1973). In 1978, I ran into an old lathe up in Alaska when I was up there fishing. When I came south that 
fall, I bought a $212 Craftsman lathe and $115 set of 12 turning tools. The lathes have gotten more expensive over time. 

How did you learn to turn? I turned on my own until 1989, when I saw an add for a bunch of turners getting together up in 
Seattle. I went to that event. It was the AAW symposium. I can say that the Seattle AAW opened the door to the world for 
me. I now have friends all over the world. 

What was the hardest part of the learning curve for you? I turned bowls for 12 years with Craftsman spindle gouges and 
scrapers. Before an old turner showed me a bowl gouge. Learning to properly use the bowl gouge and all its angles was the 
hardest thing for me.  

What was the first thing that you ever turned? A closed form bowl out of dry black walnut my senior year in college. All 
done with scrapers. 

What is your favorite form to turn now? Bowls 

Do you have a favorite piece that you have turned? I like my madrone cowboy hat. It fits me nicely and I wear it at shows. 

Who is your favorite turner and why do you like him/her? Probably Bonnie Klein. She is beautiful and lets me flirt with 
her. Bonnie has contributed a great deal to the turning world. She has been very generous with her time. When she critiques 
my bowls, I listen.  

What do you like most and what do you like least about turning? I enjoy reading the tree and cutting the blanks out of the 
tree and roughing out the bowls. I get to see colors in the wood that no one else gets to see, like the bright greens and purple 
in black walnut and the bright reds in madrone. Once the wood is dry these bright colors go away. I hate having to price my 
bowls.  

What have you not done in turning that you would like to do in the future? My plan is to take one big turning trip a year. 
This year, it was the collaborative in New Zealand. Next year I plan to visit Eli Avisera in Israel. Over the long haul, I would 
like to set up some type of school for teaching woodturning. 

What is your favorite type of wood and why do you like it? Pacific Madrone. It is the most beautiful wood and the nicest 
turning wood. I always use it when I demonstrate and it makes it look like I know what I am doing. 

Where do you get your inspiration for your pieces? I am lucky that I like to turn bowls and I have found a market for my 
work. It lets me turn more bowls. 

If you had to name one person who has really influenced you in your turning, who would that be and how have they 
influenced you? I would have to say I have taken a little bit of inspiration from a lot of turners. I watch a lot of bowl turners 
demonstrate. I always see something that I could do better.  

How much time per week do you usually spend in the shop turning? More in the winter, less in the summer when the 
weather is nice. I normally don’t turn more than five hours a day. Less, if it is spindle work because spindle turning wears me 
out.  

 



June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
welcome to tour the vendor sections as well as the Instant Gallery without an admission fee. So if you 
don't want to take advantage of the demonstrator presentations you can at least see some outrageous 
pieces of work in the Instant Gallery and leave some of your money with the vendors. 

Many thanks again to the "Skew Brothers" Doug Brown and Jonathon Spafford for their presentation 
last month on pens from the basics and beyond. 

I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
'world debut' at the AAW symposium. 

When I was in school and had to do them, I just hated book reports... but this one I didn't mind doing at 
all: Last month I wrote about a book that I checked out of our library by Mike Darlow and how (too) full 
of information it was. This month I've been reading another in his series which is much more readable 
and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
n't visited before. 'Check it out'. 

See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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Do you usually put a piece of wood on the lathe with a specific design in mind or do you just start turning and let the 
piece evolve? I generally know what I am going to do with a piece of wood before I put it on the lathe. With most of my 
roughed out bowls, the shape and size is pretty well determined when I finish turn it. The artistic decisions were made when I 
roughed out the bowl.  

Do you have your work in galleries? and/or have you ever sold your work elsewhere? I currently have five galleries, two 
in Portland, two in Washington and a group of galleries in Washington DC area. I only do one art show each year in Trout-
dale. I am uncomfortable doing sales and prefer to sell my bowls through galleries.  

Do you collect other turners pieces; if so, how many do you have in your collection and what are some significant 
ones? I have a nice collection of turned pieces. The main requirements for me are that I must like the turner and I must like 
the piece. It helps if the piece is small just for space issues. Since I have turning friends all over the world, my collection cov-
ers that area.  

How long have you been part of Cascade Woodturners and how did you find out about it? or, if you are one of the 
original members, tell us about the part you played in the club in its early years: After the Seattle AAW symposium in 
1989, Dennis Stewart sent out a post card to all AAW members in the SW Washington and NW Oregon area inviting us to a 
meeting at Tanseborne mall in early 1990. 25 turners showed up. I still have the list of original members. I have been Secre-
tary, Vice President and President (twice).  

Thanks for the interview, Dale… It is great getting to know you better!!! 

CD SPINNING TOP TUTORIAL  
By Randy Rhine 

 
 
 

This is one way of making a CD top from a single piece of wood, without multiple chucking. 
 

     Start with a square piece of wood, about 2" square x 4" long. Make it 
round.  

     Reverse the work piece. The reason for reversing is because the chuck hold 
a round piece better than a  rectangular one.��

��



June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
welcome to tour the vendor sections as well as the Instant Gallery without an admission fee. So if you 
don't want to take advantage of the demonstrator presentations you can at least see some outrageous 
pieces of work in the Instant Gallery and leave some of your money with the vendors. 

Many thanks again to the "Skew Brothers" Doug Brown and Jonathon Spafford for their presentation 
last month on pens from the basics and beyond. 

I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
'world debut' at the AAW symposium. 

When I was in school and had to do them, I just hated book reports... but this one I didn't mind doing at 
all: Last month I wrote about a book that I checked out of our library by Mike Darlow and how (too) full 
of information it was. This month I've been reading another in his series which is much more readable 
and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
n't visited before. 'Check it out'. 

See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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Turn a tenon on the end sized to fit the hole in the CD. Try to get a pretty close fit. 

 
 
                

 

 

Shows the fit of the CD on the tenon. There is about 1/4" sticking out. 

 

 

 

 

Here the stem is being turned down. 

 

 

      

 

The stem is pretty much done. Just use a thin skew or saw to cut it off. 

 

 

 

 

Using calipers on the tenon to get the size. 
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Marking the blank for the recess. Note that this is a VERY DANGEROUS thing 
to do on a running lathe because if the rear most point contacts the wood, it, WILL 
be grabbed and ripped from your hands. Better to just spin the lathe by hand...or 
use a pencil to mark. 

 

 

Here the recess has been cut. I use a small parting tool (the same one used to cut 
the tenon.       

 

 

 

Checking the fit. The surfaces that mate to the  CD side should be dished in just 
slightly. The edges should sit flush on the CD. 

 

 

Using a 3/8" gouge to turn the bottom of the top.       

 

 

 

Using a thin skew to part off the bottom.  

 

 

 

All glued up. I used medium CA. Dribbled the glue into the recess, then pressed 
the stem through the CD and into the bottom.  Spins pretty good!!  
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OPEN SHOP 
 

There will be “Open Shop” day at Dale Larson's shop in Gresham on Saturday January 26th starting around 9:30 
AM. Bring an idea and your tools and get some help with your turning skills and projects! 

Dale  
woodbowl@verizon.net 

LATHE FOR SALE  

 
For Sale: $500  Myford (English) ML8 Lathe.  
Variable speed, 3/4 h.p. motor,  
40" bed  
8" swing over bed. 
Free swing to the left.  
Combination chuck. Mounted on nice bench.  
Includes: large belt chisel shaper and sharpener and aprox. 25 Sheffield steel chisels. 
 
This was originally purchased around 1977. Parts and add-on's are available on internet. 
My dad bought this lathe after attending New England wood turning classes from a 
known expert and afterwards bought the same lathe the instructor used. 
503-650-4946 
For picture - type this link into your browser  
www.farm3.static.flickr.com/2210/2085948472_c3ca07aa06_b.jpg 
 
Or, email me and I will send the link to you. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jim Swanson 
swanie@pcez.com 
503-650-4946 
 

TIP OF THE MONTH  
  

If you have one of those super-thin parting tools, touch the tip of it to the grinder at an angle to grind a small bevel 
onto it. A 3/16” or so bevel is sufficient. You will find, this will make it easier to use. 
 

MONTHLY CHALLENGE  
 
We’ve been coming up with some fun new challenges for this year. These challenges are a great way to compare 
your work and your skill with others. It also will give you some new ideas for you to work on and your ideas 
might even inspire someone else! So this year, try turning something for the monthly challenges!  
 
January’s challenge is a 'decorative, nonfunctional bowl'. This will be a fun challenge to let out some creativity. 
We had a great demo in November where Bill Moore showed us a picture gallery of many of his “decorative, non-
functional art”. His demo might have given some inspiration to some of you, as it did to me! �
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CWT MENTORS  

Another little addition to our club is the creation of a list of mentors. These members are available for you to con-
tact if you need help in different areas of woodturning (inside the parentheses it tells each of the areas in which 
each mentor specializes). If you need help, contact one of the following mentors. If you would like to be a mentor 
yourself and be contacted with woodturning related questions e-mail me at jonathon.c@comcast.net 

Phil Lapp: 

503-925-0152 (handled vessels)  

Glenn Burki:  

gburki@comcast.net 

Doug Brown:  

dougivan@aol.com (bowls, boxes, hollow forms, texture) 

Andy Johnson-Laird:  

andy@jli.com (help for new turners with tools, finishes and other choices) 

Kathleen Duncan:  

woodspinner@gmail.com (Christmas ornaments) 

Howard Borer:  

howbor @yahoo.com (Beginning bowl, spindle, hollow turning and lathe accessory fabrication and consultation)  

Jonathon Spafford:  

jonathon.c@comcast.net (pens)  

Dale Larson:  

woodbowl@verizon.net (bowl turning, greenwood turning, and reading the log) 

John Wirth:  

chet@spiritone.com (hollow forms, carving, and embellishment) 
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