
I want to especially thank the presenters at the last meeting showing the basics and some of the 
variances in turning pens.  It is really nice to be able to produce something that is so common and 
functional with some really spectacular wood and a little talent.  Way to go Jonathon and Doug! 
 
According to my calendar, June is the month for the AAW symposium.  I can’t believe that it is 
really here.  From my vantage point, it appears that the committees are working well and everything 
will start happening soon.  Dale Larson from Cascade and Tom Reiman from NW have done a su-
per job in setting up and getting the committees manned.  If you haven’t already signed up for the 
convention, I urge you to do so soon.  If you can’t attend as a participant, try to visit the instant gal-
lery at the convention center and the other exhibitions at Oregon Arts and Crafts and at the Forestry 
Center that are also available to the general public.  I also urge each of you to turn a toy for the Do-
ernbecher Hospital.  Be sure to attach a note telling what the finish on the piece is.  There may also 
be a small amount of time to sign up a youngster for turning lessons at the symposium for no cost if 
sponsored by a paying adult.  Information for this is on the AAW website. 
 
I am heartened to see more people at the meetings.  We are working hard to provide quality present-
ers both from our club and from around the country.  If you have any comments or suggestions, 
please let either me or John Wirth know.  Our own Phil Lapp will be demonstrating for the upcom-
ing meeting possibly in preparation for his demo at the Symposium.  I am looking forward to it as 
Phil is a quality turner with lots information. 
 
If I haven’t mentioned it before, the picnic will be August 18 and will be at Dale Larson’s place.  
Thank you Dale. 
 
I would like to encourage you to bring some of your work each month for display in the instant gal-
lery.  This does several things.  It forces you to look at your work from the perspective of others.  
With me, I tend to take a little more time and care in finishing if I know that others will be looking 
at it.  Causes you to maybe try something a little different than you would otherwise do.  It also 
gives the rest of us a chance to look at other work and to maybe get more creative with our own 
work.  Also when I bring a piece to display, I feel more connected and a part of the group. 
 
I continue to be amazed at the work that our members turn out.  Keep turning! 
 
See you at the next meeting! 
 
 Jerry Harris, 
President 
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In order for any con-
tent to appear in next 
months newsletter, it 
will need to reach me 

by May 3d.  

Please email it to: 

Jonathon.c@comcast.net  

Thanks!   

P.O. Box 69085 
Portland, OR 97239 

     As a result of the AAW symposium last year, I began to get a sense 
of the larger woodturning community in our area. Having recently 
received an email from AAW asking for volunteers to help in the 
youth room, serve as presenter helpers, and video operators I realized 
that the area resources for that event made it top notch.  
     For those who have joined Cascade Woodturners recently and/or 
weren't around to share in the fun (and sleepless nights), I think that it 
is time to consider some of the resources available to each of us for 

our own personal 'events' as we create something new on the lathe.  
     As Cascade Woodturner Assoc. members: For supplies get a hold of Joe and talk to him 
about sandpaper grits available, the various CA glue products, and end sealer that he makes 
available for club members at a very reasonable club price.  
     Then, when you have spent your money there, head over to the back of the shop and see 
what is available in the library. Browse over the book collection that Steve has kept for us 
to find information that can take your turning to the next level. It doesn't matter if you are 
still learning to chuck up a piece of wood, use a gouge or are into the heady stuff of Mike 
Darlow, Steve has it. If you would rather SEE something done then go over to the video 
table. There Mike has available a wide range of skill level presentations for visual learners.  
     Also, consider in our area those commercial suppliers for equipment: Woodcraft, Wood-
crafters; and for wood: Gilmers, and Crosscuts among others. Catalog suppliers include 
Packard, Penn State, and, a strong supporter of our club, Craft Supplies.  
     Another area for learning is through a hands on workshop or an open shop. Dale has an 
open shop on the last Saturday of each month (with a few exceptions) and often hands on 
workshops are held there as well when a professional turner is in town. You can also check 
the mentor list in the newsletter to get some personal assistance in an area you may be hav-
ing a problem with.  
     There is also the ever-growing web presence. With a web connection, you can tap into 
the rest of the woodturning world from the AAW site, to professional turners sites, bulletin 
boards dedicated to woodturners and, of course, You Tube.  
     If you are looking for a little inspiration, then check around town in some of the arts and 
crafts fairs and even other art shows and galleries. It seems that more and more woodturned 
art is showing up in these venues.  
     Don't forget those other resources available to all of us through local arts groups and 
schools that offer classes in subjects that augment our woodturning.  
     Above all...enjoy your time at the lathe and turn safely! 
 

John Wirth, 
President  



June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
welcome to tour the vendor sections as well as the Instant Gallery without an admission fee. So if you 
don't want to take advantage of the demonstrator presentations you can at least see some outrageous 
pieces of work in the Instant Gallery and leave some of your money with the vendors. 

Many thanks again to the "Skew Brothers" Doug Brown and Jonathon Spafford for their presentation 
last month on pens from the basics and beyond. 

I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
'world debut' at the AAW symposium. 

When I was in school and had to do them, I just hated book reports... but this one I didn't mind doing at 
all: Last month I wrote about a book that I checked out of our library by Mike Darlow and how (too) full 
of information it was. This month I've been reading another in his series which is much more readable 
and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
n't visited before. 'Check it out'. 

See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 

Page 2 Turning Times 

VICE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
Well, hopefully you've been getting your yard work done between the rain drops, snow, and hail; or maybe you 
just took advantage of the spring weather and went into the shop and turned. Either way, you have some wood 
soaking in alcohol waiting to be finished thanks to last month's demonstration by Dave Smith. This month's chal-
lenge is kitchenware: anything from the functional salad bowl to rolling pins, pepper mills, or maybe you've come 
up with a special gadget you'd like to share.  
 
This month's demonstrator is our very own Bob Espen. Bob has agreed to come and teach us how he turns those 
wonderful little boxes of his which will get us ready for next month's challenge: "Small Treasures", anything un-
der 3 inches. Good luck and happy turnings! 

Doug Brown  
VP CWA  

 

A CHAT WITH “                      ”  
 
We are having problems this month! Late last year, I sent out an interview form to several of our members so that 
we would have some member interviews for our newsletters this year… only a couple of our members sent back 
their interviews… several didn’t! I am not going to mention any names (not this month, at least); you know who 
you are! I am going to start harassing you guys though (*insert evil laugh here*)! It should only take you a half-
hour or so to fill out the questions, add a little fun humor, and send it back to me with a couple pictures of both 
yourself, your shop and your work! This is a great way to get to know each other better! Because I haven’t been to 
the last couple of meetings, I don’t know the responses that the interviews have gotten, but I do know that I en-
joyed reading the few that I have received… I am sure that I am not the only one!  
 
If you have not received an interview form from me and would like to be interviewed for a future newsletter just 
shoot me an e-mail (Jonathon.c@comcast.net) and I’ll get an interview sent off to you. Even if you would not es-
pecially like to be interviewed, do it anyway! It is a fun way to get to know each other. In either case, you might be 
getting an e-mail from me anyway! :-)  
 

Making A Kaleidotop (Part 2)  
By Randy Rhine 

 
 
 
Now we start on the stem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First, turn it to shape. 
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We now move over to the ornamental lathe to drill the 
holes for the inlays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here we are milling the slots on the side… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
… And then drilling the tiny holes on the side. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Turn the small rods for the inlays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then insert the inlays into the stem. 
(Sorry 'bout the over-exposure!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here we are inserting the small inlays. These are cut off 
with a razor saw. 
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The finished, out-of-focus, stem.  Note the double tenon. 
This is for additional gluing surface for strength. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is the wood mounted for the ring around the stem... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...And the finished ring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The stem is now glued into the ring. This is the com-
pleted stem assembly. 
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OPEN SHOP 
 
Open shop at Dale's will be Saturday April 26th. Start time is around 9:30am. Bring your tools and a project idea. 
The March Open Shop was attended by about 8 members and we had four lathes going. We did a little chainsaw-
ing, some spindle turning, tool sharpening and bowl turning… it is always a lot of fun!!! 
 
Dale Larson 
woodbowl@verizon.net��
 

A NOTE OF THANKS!  
 

Last Tuesday, Howard and I went down to Canby and picked up a large diameter (about 42 inches) cherry tree. 
We hauled it to my place and proceeded to cut it up into bowl blanks. When I started cutting up the main crotch 
section I hit something very hard with my new chainsaw blade (kiss that blade goodbye). When I split open the 
crotch I found about a 4" diameter river rock. Probably 30 or 40 years ago someone put the river rock in the crotch 
of this cherry tree. Over the years the tree grew around the rock. I would like to thank the person who so carefully 
put that rock in the crotch of a small cherry tree so long ago.  
 
Dale 
 

FOR SALE! 
 

“Woodturning Magazine” 
Issues 38 thru 47 and issues 53 thru 84. In excellent condition! Forty-two issues for $120 (less than $3 
each.)  
 

Howard Borer  
howbor@yahoo.com  

503.658.3409  
 

TIP OF THE MONTH  
 
     Instead of buying an expensive hook tool for captured rings, try this: take an allen wrench, sharpen an 
edge on the short arm, turn a small handle for it and use this for captured rings. To reduce leverage prob-
lems, it may be necessary to shorten the cutting edge a bit on the grinder. Not only can this tool be used 
for cutting captured rings, but a slightly different grind can turn it into a bent nosed scraper for hollow-
ing out miniatures.  
 

MONTHLY CHALLENGE  
 

This months challenge is “Kitchen Objects/Utensils”. Our turning club brings a variety of different 
pieces for our monthly gallery, but something I don’t see much of is kitchen utensils. There are lots of 
options here: honey dippers, stirring spoons, spatulas, sugar scoops, egg cups, salt/pepper shakers, etc. 
You all have a lot to experiment with! So get to it and let’s see what you can come up with before the 
meeting!!! 
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DUES ARE DUE 
 
If you haven’t paid your dues yet this year, please make sure to do that. The cost for membership is $25… and 
well worth the price, at that! The membership fees can be sent to:  
 

Cascade Woodturners Association 
19363 Willamette Dr. #322 

West Linn, Or 97068  
 

QUICK LINKS:  
 
AAW (Main page): www.woodturner.org 
AAW Forum: www.woodturner.org/vbforum/index.php? 
Saw Mill Creek Forum: www.sawmillcreek.org 
Woodturning Online: www.woodturningonline.com/ 
Turning Projects/Tips: www.newwoodworker.com/turning/ 
Pacific NW Woodturning Guild: www.woodturningguild.com 
The Turner’s Shop: www.theturnersshop.com/ 
Wood Net Forums: woodnet.net/forums/ 
Penn’s Woods: www.stores.pennswoodsstock.net 

 Flying Curls: www.flyingcurls.com 
 Arizona Silhouette: www.arizonasilhouette.com 
 Hut Products: www.hutproducts.com 
 Berea Hardwoods: www.bereahardwoods.com 
 Pen Making Supplies: www.penmakingsupplies.com 
 The Pen Shop: www.thepenshop.net 
 Pen Turner’s Forum: www.penturners.org 
 Pen Maker’s Guild: www.penmakersguild.com 
 Russ Fairfield: www.woodturnerruss.com 
 Freedom Pens: www.freedompens.org 
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CWT MENTORS  

 

These members are available for you to contact if you need help in different areas of woodturning (inside the pa-
rentheses it tells each of the areas in which each mentor specializes). If you need help, contact one of the follow-
ing mentors. If you would like to be a mentor yourself and be contacted with woodturning related questions e-mail 
me at jonathon.c@comcast.net and I will add you to the list! 

 

Phil Lapp: 

503-925-0152 (handled vessels)  

Glenn Burki:  

gburki@comcast.net 

Doug Brown:  

dougivan@aol.com (bowls, boxes, hollow forms, texture) 

Andy Johnson-Laird:  

andy@jli.com (help for new turners with tools, finishes and other choices) 

Kathleen Duncan:  

woodspinner@gmail.com (Christmas ornaments) 

Howard Borer:  

howbor @yahoo.com (Beginning bowl, spindle, hollow turning and lathe accessory fabrication and consultation)  

Jonathon Spafford:  

jonathon.c@comcast.net (pens)  

Dale Larson:  

woodbowl@verizon.net (bowl turning, greenwood turning, and reading the log) 

John Wirth:  

chet@spiritone.com (hollow forms, carving, and embellishment) 

 


